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New J. D. Williams Organization 
World-Wide Pictures Will Distribute Best of Foreign Product 

Throughout U. S. and Canada 

Jl>. W I L L I A M S . manag i ng director o f 

r u i t c d Mot ion P ic ture Dis tr ibutors . 

* Ltd. . o f London . Kng l and , arr ived in 

Now York late last week on the Borengar ia . 

to perfect mi organ iza t ion in this coun t ry 

for tin- d i s t r ibu t ion foreign made 

proil itt'i. 

Tin* now concern wil l be known as Wor l d 

Wi l l i ' Pictures, tor which a .fJ,">«M>,(M>0 com-

pany is now said to be in process o f forma-

tion under thi> laws of Delaware. At pres-

ent Mr . W i l l i ams lias eighteen product ions 

ready for d i s t r ibu t ion , but the tirst o f 

them wi l l not l)i- released unt i l September. 

W i t h i n tin' year it is p lanned to have 

about f ifty foreign p ictures for distr ibu-

tion in the I ' l i i led States anil Canada . 

Wor l d-Wide P ic tures wil l not hand le dis-

t r ibu t ion anywhere but in the I 'n i tei l Stati-s 

and Canada , l l will not hand le Amer i can 

product in Knrope. but wi l l confine i tse l f 

ent irely to Kuropean product . 

.Mr. W i l l i ams has stated that there wil l 

be no buy ing restrict ions on this product , 

I lie exhib i tor wi l l be able to buy one or all 

o f the p ictures as he pleases. The tota l 

line-up o f the first f ifty pictures that wi l l 

he ava i lab le this year will be d iv ided in to 

ten groups o f five pictures each. The first 

year 's product includes '•)") p ictures f rom 

Kng l and and 1") f rom Cont inen ta l studios. 

It is Mr . W i l l i a m s ' p lan to organ ize at 

least 3."> branches in the I nitcd States and 

Canada , but the physical h and l i ng o f the 

J. I). miliums 

d is t r ibu t ion has not vet been decided upon . 

Mr . W i l l i ams wi l l ma i n t a i n his own sel l ing 

force. 

Iiii'lmli*i 1 in tin' program o f p ictures to be 

ri'leased by the new organ i za t ion are twelve 

pictures compr is ing tin- ent ire I!)27-2>> pro-

g r a m of Hr i t ish In te rna t iona l Pictures. 

Ltd . These a r e : 

" T h e W h i t e S h e i k . " d irected by I l a r ley 

Kno l c s ; "T l i i * S i lxer L i n i n g . " u i : de l»\ 

Thomas P»cntley. " P o p p i e s o f F l a n d e r s . " 

A r t h u r M a m i e product ion ; " T h e l i i u / . " 

directed by A l l i e d H i t chcock ; • •The Pal'in 

i t ' s W i f e . " made by H i t chcock : " M o u l i n 

K o u g c . " K. A . DupiHit p i c tu re ; " T o u n u > 

A t k i n s . " directed by Norinau W a l k e r ; 

" T c s h a , " V ic tor Sa\illc til i n ; •M'Iwiiii-

p : i g ne , " A l t ' r d Hitchcock p i c tu re ; 

" A d a i n ' " A p p l e , " directed by T im 

W h e l a u ; N" t ^ u i t e a L a d y , " made l»y 

Thomas Bent ley* and * ' T o n i . " Ar t l nr 

Maude product ion . 

Mr . W i l l i ams declares that the th ing i i nM 

lieed d for the world benefit ot mo tmn 

pictures i> compet i t ion for Ho l lywood . 

There is a certa in resentment abroad that 

the op in ion prevails that good picture* can 

come on ly f rom Hol lywood . *' This i- by 

no means t r u e , " lie said. " ( J o i n ! pictures 

can and are being made abroad and ll ey 

are go ing to make better ones. There i* no 

reason why this cannot be. Foreign star-

com*' over here and are jiist a< big draw-

ing cards a* they are iu their own country . 

They need only the same condi t ion* under 

which to work over there as they have her -, 

and we are go ing to see that they get them. 

" T h e r e is no n ason why some o f the 

leading Amer i can players and director* 

cannot he induced to work in Kurope. I 

t h i nk it wou ld henelit and broaden them 

all . C l imat ic cond i t ions are sp lendid nv-r 

there, and once the fact becomes known 
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eases only found their way into court be-
fore, arbitration. 

"Here is another pertinent fact: Out 
of the 14,356 claims in 1927 disposed of 
4,071 were settled before the date of hear-
ing and 2,368 were withdrawn. When two 
parties to a dispute know that men of their 
own acquaintance and profession, having a 
full background of existing conditions, will 
be their judge and jury, they examine their 
own presentations with a careful eye. 

" W e have had some difficulties, of 
course. We will continue to have some. 
Every now and then some man, who 
wanted an advantage and got a judgment 
instead, becomes vocal in the press. These 
cases make headlines, but they are hardly 
chips in the steadily flowing stream of 
success." 

J. D. Williams Forming 
New Organization 

(Continued from Pa(je 1949) 

that we can make as good pictures on the 
other side as are made over here it is going 
to have a tremendous effect on motion pic-
tures. Jt is going to bring about a more 
friendly spirit in the picture industry of 
the world, and as a consequence it is going 
to cut down many of the restrictive meas-
ures in the different countries as well as 
negative costs of pictures. Principally, it 
will create international competition, and 
there is nothing better for any industry 
than competition. 

" B y giving the exhibitors a free selection 
of pictures it will have a decided tendency 
to eliminate poor pictures and thus put a 
curb on over-production. This will mean 
more money for the better pictures and 
stars. The selection of pictures from all 
parts of the world will stimulate public 
interest and increase attendance in America. 

" W e are going to attempt to release none 
but the best of foreign-made pictures in 
America. In many eases they will be madc-
to-order pictures. We will advance to the 
producers the idea for a story, and suggest 
to them how it should be handled, and we 
think this will bring about good results. 
We will bring over good directors and good 
actors. 

" I figure that with proper competition 
for Hollywood, and with a reduction of the 
number of features now produced to only 
worth-while pictures, foreign business for 
American producers will develop from 25 
per cent to .">0 per cent in every country in 
the world. 

"Producing units releasing through 
World-Wide Pictures will form associations 
in their respective countries similar to the 
Hays organization in America. These as-
sociations will serve to combat adverse leg-
islation and will want American produc-
tions admitted free in their respective coun-
tries in return for the revenue they will re-
ceive from the American market. 

"The activities of World-Wide Pictures 
abroad will develop the motion picture busi-
ness in many foreign countries, and the in-
creased revenue to the big American com-
panies in those countries will more than 
offset any loss of revenue in the American 
market. 

" I n order for the motion picture bus-
ness to make the same rapid progress it 
has made in the past a great many of the 
foregoing plans must be brought into ef-
fect before the industry can rightfully claim 
to be a world-wide institution." 


